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The object of apprenticeship is defined in an Eliza-
bethan state document: " Until a man grow unto the age
of twenty-four years " he has not " grown unto the full
knowledge of the art that he professeth "l. It was a
system of technical training, by which the craftsman was
initiated into the secrets of his craft and rendered qualified
to carry on his calling. The terms of apprenticeship varied
from place to place, but there was everywhere an under-
lying similarity of ideas and purpose. It was essentially a
contractual relation involving mutual obligations on the
part of master and apprentice alike. The master was
required to provide bed and board and technical training,
" and whatever is needful for an apprentice " 2; sometimes
also a small salary 3; sometimes even his schooling4 and
a knowledge of languages5. In an indenture drawn up at
Leicester in 1531 the apprentice was to receive eightpence
a year, and in the eighth year sixpence a week ; moreover,
he was " to be kept as a prentice should be, that is to say,
meat and drink, hose and shoes, linen, woollen, and his
craft to be taught him, and nothing hid from him thereof " 6.
Sometimes the apprentice paid a premium, and at the end
1 State Papers Domestic, Elizabeth, xciii. 26 (printed in Tudor Economic
Documents, ed. Tawney and Power, i. 354).
2  York Memorandum Book, i. 54-55: indenture of apprenticeship among the
Bowers (1371).   For an early indenture (1291), see Records of Norwich, i. 245.
There are indications that an apprentice might have to pay for his food
and clothing. A guardian's accounts showed expenditure on bedding and
clothing for a boy apprenticed for one year to a grocer; another grocer
mentioned in his will that one of his apprentices owed him money for his
bread ; a citizen made provision for the maintenance of a grandson during
his term of apprenticeship with a goldsmith : S. Thrupp, " The Grocers of
London ", in Studies in English Trade in the Fifteenth Century (ed. E. Power
and M. M. Postan, 1933), 255-
3  Records of Oxford, n :   the apprentice was to receive I2d. for his
salary and 205. at the expiration of his term (1513).
4  A grocer undertook " to find " his apprentice " two years to grammar
school" :  Norfolk Antiquarian Miscellany, ii. 8.   A boy of fourteen was
apprenticed for twelve years to a haberdasher, and the master was to
provide him with two years' schooling in grammar and writing (1462):
L. F. Salzman, English Industries of the Middle Ages (ed. 19*3), 230.
5  At Norwich a mercer covenanted to send his apprentice to France for
a year " to learn the language of France ";   and a grocer to send his
apprentice for a year to Flanders " to be sufficiently taught to speak
Dutch " : Norfolk Antiquarian Miscellany, ii. 7-8.   A weaver of Taunton
undertook " instruction in the language of Brittany " as part of the agree-
ment : Victoria County History, Somerset, ii. 408.
6  Records of Leicester, iii. 29.